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Wiarton Echo — It was standing room only at the Hepworth Legion Friday night and the 500 plus
crowd made it quite clear, they did not want a pipeline and they did not want the town to spend
any more money with Power Budd.

South Bruce Peninsula has been moving ahead with plans to run a water pipeline from Wiarton to
Hepworth and Sauble Beach. There are also plans to run a sewer pipeline between Hepworth and
Sauble with a sewage plant somewhere in between. The total cost of the project has been
estimated at $70 million and in order to help obtain funding, the town has hired the services of
Power Budd as consultants and has spent over $250,000 so far.

The meeting was called by a group called SONR (Save Our Natural Retreat) and the Amabel
Property Owners Association. At the door, 495 people voted no to the pipeline while 11 voted yes.

Pipeline opponent Dian Wood told the crowd that her major issue regarding the pipeline “is the
cost,” and theneed for a referendum

She repeated the user costs recently released by the town based on two-thirds government
funding, 50% funding and with no government funding.

Dian said that those figures didn’t include the costs of unhooking and filling in old septic systems,
hook-up costs and plumbers cost among others.

They pointed out that majority of Sauble Beach ratepayers are seasonal residents and would be
paying for something they only needed part of the year.

“The reality is that we will be paying,” she said and stressed that that there is not “overwhelming”
support for the project. She said that the Amabel Property Owners had voted in favour of water
but only with affordable rates. She also criticized a Sauble Chamber of Commerce petition where
500 signed on for water and sewers. She claimed that many of those who signed were not
property owners.

Judy Bond from Paisley told of her struggles against the proposed pipeline (Brockton had at one
time been part of the proposal).

She said that 400 of the 450 Paisley residents had been signed against the pipeline. Still the
council ignored them and passed a motion to hire Power Budd. After the election last fall, only one
member of that council survived and the new council said no to the pipeline.

She questioned the purpose of the pipeline and said that development would inevitably follow. “In
our case it was industrial farms... a crowd like this can defeat a pipeline.

Ron Leavoy of Walkerton also encouraged the people and told about Walkerton’s problems.

David McLaren, speaking on behalf of the Chippewas of Nawash said the band was concerned
about the ecological issues and said studies show that even a small change in water flow can
cause changes in an ecosystem. He also warned about the sprawl that will follow the pipeline and
expressed concern that the watershed could be changed by a pipeline.

“It is not hard to change the ecosystem...and that could come back to haunt us,” and the town
shouldn’t be in such a hurry to build a pipeline and should wait until at least the new source
protection laws come in.

http://www.wiartonecho.com/


Small developer Ken Graham said the costs of the pipeline are “astronomical” and that most
people did not want it and that very few have water problems. He also attacked the province and
said that their water regulations “have gone nuts.”

Councillor Gwen Gilbert and Pat Varley, opponents to the pipeline criticized council and its plan to
sign another contract with Power Budd.

Gilbert said that every time she questioned something she is told to shut up.

“I think $70 million is a big issue. ...you people have the right to say no... this is a big thing and it
shouldn’t be hidden.” said Gilbert.

Councillor Jay Kirkland, who has supported the pipeline was the only other councillor at the
meeting and was constantly interrupted by the audience.

He said there was one confirmed case of water poisoning in Hepworth and possibly another. “Do I
just let it go and five years from now there is a disaster?” he asked.”I don’t know. Are we to do
nothing?”

He did say that if the majority of people didn’t want it then he wouldn’t do it.

The speakers urged those opposed to attend council meetings. On Monday night’s meeting, Dian
Wood made a deputation as did Jim Porter, calling for a referendum


